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ABSTRACT: In this article are presented the topics and approaches developed in this magazine number whose
focus is tourism in the amazon. Besides presenting discussion about the topic that aimed at creating this special
edition and providing an overview of the content of each article, this editorial article also provides a useful
introduction to the potential and challenges of tourism in the Amazon that can be used by researchers as a
starting point for your own research. This special edition itself contributes to solving the scarcity of theoretical
reflections in this area.
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INTRODUCTION

The Amazon Forest, also known as Amazon jungle or
just Amazon, includes territories of nine nations
which 60% of this is in Brazilian territory followed by
Peru where there are 13%. The forest is located also
in Ecuador, Venezuela, Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname and
French Guiana in smaller percentages which repre-
sents more than half of the planet's rainforests. For
this reason it is a concern of all states in the world.
aiming to promote the harmonious development of
the Amazon region and allow an equal distribution of
the respective benefits, in 1995 the main region co-
operation as an instrument was signed; the Amazon
cooperation treaty. Thus, there is a balance between
economic growth and environmental conservation,
whose responsibility is attached to the dominion of
each State. (Desierto e Schnyder von Wartensee,
2021)

In Brazil it occupies 49,29% of the Brazilian territory
and covers three of five regional country’s divisions,
what they are: North, North East and Midwest. It is
considered the biggest country's terrestrial biome.

In order to plan the Amazon region socio economic
development in Brazil, was enacted the law
1.806/1953 that created the so-called Legal Amazon
(de Souza 2020) that currently corresponds to the
area of activity of the Superintendence for the Ama-
zon Development - SUDAM delimited according to
the provisions of article Art. 2° da Complementary
law n° 124, de 03.01.2007.

Composed for 772 towns, are part of the Legal Ama-
zon 52 Rondénia towns, 22 Acre towns, 62 Amazo-
nas towns, 15 Roraima towns, 144 Para towns, 16
Amapé towns, 139 Tocantins towns, 141 Mato Gros-
so towns,as well as, by 181 towns of MaranhaoState
located to the west of the 44°, Meridian which 21 of
them are partially integrated in the Legal Amazon.
having a surface approximately 5.015.067,75 km?
corresponding to about 58,9% of Brazilian territory
(IBGE 2020).Large in territorial dimensions, yet with a
population that corresponds to 12,32% of the total
Brazilian population (SUDAM 2020).

Amazon is one of the 27 federatives units in Brazil. It
is located in the North Region, being the largest
state in the country in terms of territorial extension,
possessing an area of 1 559 167,878 km? In August
2021, the state population reached, 4.269.995 inhab-
itants, corresponding to 22% of the population in
North region and 2% of the Brazilian population. The
capital Manaus is the largest city in the North region,
with 2,1 million inhabitants (IBGE, 2021), having re-
ceived the award for the best green destination in
Latin America, an award granted in a vote made by
world tourism market, during the World Travel Mar-
ket, happened in London in 2009 (AMAZONAS,

2009).

The environment protection , in particular biodiversity,
has been one of the major concerns of the national
community. In order to minimize environmental im-
pacts, several countries have established so-called pro-
tected areas which translate into an effort by humanity
to protect the nature and currently occupy 14,9% of
the planet’s continental surface and 7,5% of the ocean
area covering 47% of the significant biodiversity areas
(Gazoni e Brasileiro 2021). Thus, when thinking about
tourism in Amazon, sustainability has to be a focus of
current concern and investments in all aspects.

Having studies in planning and tourism management
in Conservation Units (UC) are extremely necessary. In
Brazil there has been a high growth of ecotourism in
Conservation Units (UC) in recent decades. On the one
hand, Ecotourism is positive for the economy. On the
other hand, there is the environmental impact of visit-
ing these ecosystems which raises concerns regarding
biodiversity and nature degradation. (Rocha et al.
2021).

It is giant in numbers and diversity of cultural and nat-
ural attractions allowing us to assess the endless op-
portunities in terms of investigations to be explored in
the tourism field being more specifically in Amazon.
Hence the need to carry out environmental impact
studies to ensure biodiversity preservation and the
environment protection.

OVERVIEW OF ARTICLES IN SPECIAL
EDITION

Considering the complexity of the Amazon state in
Brazil, where there are 62 cities distributed in 4 meso
regions and 13 micro-regions. It is a state with the
greatest territorial extension, but it has the smallest
number of population per square kilometer, Ferreira et
al present an important reflection on the Conservation
Units in the Amazon and propose a discussion on the
Parks of the State of Amazon. In addition to presenting
a brief reflection related to the Anavilhanas National
Park, home to the second largest fluvial archipelago in
the world, the Anavilhanas archipelago. The article
brings systematized data on the quantity of national,
state and town parks and more in-depth considera-
tions about the Anavilhanas National Park and its pe-
culiarities.

As a result, Ferreira et al demonstrate that the parks'
natural supply represents a strong ally in the preserva-
tion of natural resources and the development of sus-
tainable ecotourism.

Regarding the Anavilhanas Park — a national conserva-
tion unit — the authors demonstrate its importance for
sustainable ecotourism and the positive results it has
generated in this field.
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In order to identify visitor satisfaction in the Tapajos
National Forest (FLONA), a Conservation Unit (UC) lo-
cated in the State of Para - Brazil, Moreira et al present
a methodology for analyzing open comments in re-
search. To carry out the research, the authors collected
data at the UC between 2014 and 2016 and discussed
the positive and negative points that were pointed out
by the visitors they have heard during the research.
The article demonstrates the tab of 14,291 data, of
which 9,004 are positive comments and 5,287 are neg-
ative comments taken from 4,010 forms. The analysis
method used was qualitative thematic analysis. The
authors classified each comment into 3 categories and
22 subcategories, according to keywords. After analyz-
ing the data, it was identified the visitors’ satisfaction
to the UC and the generation of data which will con-
tribute to programs for the public use of the park and
contribute to the visitation handling.

Going through the historical, socio cultural and tourist
elements that make up the famous Avenida Eduardo
Ribeiro located in Brazil, in the capital of Amazonas,
Magabi, Guimardes and Queroga discuss how the
aforementioned Avenue, the historical and tourist as-
pects that compound it can be analyzed in the context
of heritage interpretation. Thus, they present in the
article the history of the Avenue and its importance for
the formation of the Manaus’ cultural heritage; the
current elements that make up the landscape of the
street, analyzing its relationship with tourism and pre-
sent a suggestion for a tourist visitation route specifi-
cally aimed at Avenida Eduardo Ribeiro take the princi-
ples of heritage interpretation as a foundation.

It is important to highlight in the authors' study that
Avenida Eduardo Ribeiro is considered the main artery
of Downton in Manaus and has important historical
buildings along its length. In addition, it is one of the
main commercial centers in the capital. Having a histo-
ricity that materializes from the centenary buildings
that compose it, in its paving and infrastructure, the
Avenue becomes an important space for tourist activity
in the capital.

By presenting a economic view and entrepreneurial
reality in Brazil, Chaves, Anjos and Coutinho present an
article that verifies the economic pluralism of Zaoual
(2006), identifying different entrepreneurial forms re-
lated to community tourism developed in the Bela
Vista do Jaraqui community, in the city of Manaus, in
Amazon. The authors from a dialectical perspective of
qualitative approach conducted a field research in the
aforementioned community; aiming to interview and
observe the entrepreneurial practices related to com-
munity tourism. From the studies concluded, the au-
thors identified entrepreneurial practices that appear
as: Bezamat's turnaround entrepreneurship (2017),
Zaoual's situated entrepreneurship (2006), and Man-
drysz's social entrepreneurship (2020). Finally, the re-
search demonstrates the weaknesses related to com-

munity and institutional arrangements.

By presenting the traditional Marujada festival cele-
brated in Tracuateua city in the Brazilian Amazon,
Palheta, Canal and Castro bring an important contri-
bution to the influence of festive events for the soci-
ocultural appreciation of the tourist destination. In
order to analyze the festivity and attractiveness of
Marujada in the Brazilian Amazon in Tracuateua city,
the authors carried out an important survey of docu-
mented and bibliographic data, including fieldwork
with semi-structured interviews and field notes with
guided observation script with 12 organizers and
makers of the current party. According to the au-
thors, not only the fraternization among practition-
ers, but also the attractiveness provided by Marujada
contributes to attract tourist flows as well as to en-
courage the culture of the microregion Bragantina
and the strengthening of the festivity, safeguarding
the local culture.

A recurrent relevance topic and few scientific ap-
proaches is addressed by Santos in the article "The
touristic ethnic space and its symbolic interfaces in
Manaus-Amazonas-Brazil", which is based on an eth-
nic perspective as a historical construction of a peo-
ple's identity. It discusses the touristic ethnic space in
an indigenous community located in the metropoli-
tan region of Manaus. Fulfilled in the Sahu-Apé com-
munity, the study demonstrates the functional and
symbolic dimension within the space formed by a set
of unique symbols of the ethnic group, compared to
other groups.

Finally, this edition ends by discussing music and
cultural identity with an article by Gama and Teixeira
who analyze the influence of manauara music on
cultural identity through the Tacacd na Bossa event
that happens at Largo Sao Sebastido, an important
tourist area in the Amazonian capital in Brazil, where
the Teatro Amazonas is located, a prominent tourist
attraction in the city. The authors present the histo-
ricity of manauara music and the Tacacd na Bossa
event and the main characteristics of “manauara mu-
sic” through local artists and bands.They also discuss
the importance of the musical event Tacaca na Bossa
for residents as a form of cultural identity.
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