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O ESPACO TURISTICO E SEUS ELEMENTOS:
REFLEXOES EPISTEMOLOGICAS!

TOURISM SPACE AND ITS ELEMENTS:
EPISTEMOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS'

Franvisco Anronio dos ANJOS*

RESUMO

As categonias conceiluais se apresenlam normalmene
como foco de grandes discussdes acedémicas no imbito
das ciéneias sociais tradicennlmente reconheeidas. Areas
recenies, como o rlgme, necessilam de malores apro-
fundamenios episteiuoléoicos, na busea da consolidagio
na campo cientifico. Tesla farma, tom-se por obietivo
cantribuir nestas reflexdes epistemologicas tenda por ob-
Jete a calegoria espago. Para isto, perpassa-se nas discus-
sdies sobre ezpago turistice, elementoy do expago ¢ forma-
¢ do terrifarie.

Falavras-chave: Turistno, Espago; Terrdarin

ABSTRACT

Conceplual calcgones sie usually presented as the
focua of preat acedemic discussions m the tradition-
ally resognized social scicnces Wecent areas such as
touris require mere prafound epustemelogien] studies
in order 1o become eonsalidated in the zeientfie field
The aim of thiz work, therelone, is 1o contribule sope
cpistemoiogical reflections an Lhe calegory “space™.
With this objective, il ineludes discission abouot loug-
ism space, the clements of space and the formation
af territory.
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INTRODUCAQ

Quando discutimos a relaciio entre duas
fermiticas abtangenles como 25paco ¢ mnsmo, cn-
tendemos que se far necessirio empreendermos
alpumas consideragies epistemoldgicas com o
objetive de esclarecer a problematica.

£} espago como categoria epistemologica &
vislo das inais variadas formas pelas Ciéncias Soci-
ais. Neste caso, busca-se configurar o espago para a
Ciéncia do Turisme, discutindo esta categaria na
perspectivas das andlises socio-geopralicas.

ASSIM, n0ssa primeira discussdo patie da afir-
magdo de Santos (1996, p. 51} quando diz que

"0 espaco ¢ formado por um conjunto indi-
ssocidvel. sohdario, e também contraditério de
sistemas de objetos ¢ sistemas de acdes. nin
considerados isoladamente, mas como um
guadro Gnico no qual a histina se da”

INTRODUCTION

When discussing the relationship between
two broad themes like space and (ourism. some
epastemological consideralions arg necessary in
order o clartfy the issue.

Space as an cpistemological category 1s
viewed in various wavs by the Social Sciences.
In this case, we sezk to conliguie the theme of space
Tor the Science of Tourism, discussing this category
from the perspeclives of soctal and geographical

-analvsis.

Our first discussion begins with the statement
of Santos (1996, p. 51) that

“space is comnposed of an inseparable, solid,
but also contradictory set of objects and svs-
terns of actions, which are not viesed in isola-
fton, but as a unique framework in which
history oceurs”

"Arigo npprezentade au Senwnaris de Turisme dy Unlobe —
Lnversidade de Dberala
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Para o cnlendimento desia catcporia & neces-
sdrio esclarecer alpumas questics delinidas pelo
proprio auior gque contribuen pars & COMpPreensas
da alirmacao acina

OS ELEMENTOS DO ESPACO

Santos (1985} determing que para o entendi-
mente do espago precisamos compreender os cinco
clementos que o constituain, A saber 05 NOMENs, a5
firmas, as instituigdes, as indra-estruluras & o meio
ecoldgico. Umna aproxiinagic desta discussae para o
Turismo {oi apresentada por Rodngnes (19973, qua
adaptou aos ¢spagos turisticos os referidos elenen-
tos, corroborandn a discussiie quando afirma gue
cada um desses clementos se entrelacam, se fundem
g se confundein, produzindo a tolahdade.

Wisando facilitar a compreensio podemos vis-
lumbrar graficamente os elemetitos do espago atra-
viés da Figura 1.
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ESPACO / SPACE

T

Fipura 1. Elementos do Espago, adaptado de Rodrigues (1997, 1. 65)

I order to undersiand Wiis category, it is Grst
necessary o clarify some issues defined by the au-
thor lamself, which help us to understand the above
stalemgnl.

THE ELEMENTS OF SPACE

Santos (1983) states that in gprder (o un-
derstand space, we need to undersiand the five
clements that conststute it: men, companies,
institutions. infra-siruciurcs and the ccological
etivitonmment. An approach to this discussion
lor tourtam was prescited by Rodrigues (L19497)
who adapled these clements to the lourism
space. supporting the discussion with his state-
menl thal each of these aspects is interlinked,
being anchored and mixed together 1w produce
the whole.

To facilitate wnderstanding. we can glimpse
these elements praphically through Figure 1
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Figunre 1. flements of Space, adapred model fram Rodeigues, (1337, p. 633,

Fodrigucs (op. cit.), de forma oportuna, trala
de oferecer a devida transposicgdo de lais clementos
para o confexio mrstion, COmo segus;

= {05 homeny come seres individuals e socials
corresponden 4 demanda Luristica, 3 populagio re-
sidente e a todes os individuos responsavels pelo
funcionamento & represcntantes dos outros cle-
tentos (Eirmas, instimghes, erc. ),

» As firmas corrcspondem ans servigas de
hospadagem e alimowtacio, a5 agéucias ¢ operado-
ras de viagem, a5 sislenas de promogio. i,

Radrigues (op. cil.), opportuncly, cffers an
appropriate transposition of these clements to the
Lourism context as follows!

« men,. As individual and secial beings. in-
clude tourist demand., the resident populatien, all
the individuals responsible for the operation. and
representatives of the ether clements {companies,
mstitutions, ¢ty

+ companies include hospitality and catering
services, iravel agencies and operators. promolion
SYsiems. clc:
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v Ag institwiches correspondem  super-es-
tratura, prodwando normas, ordens © legilimnagoes,
sende. entio, as institwighes gue regulam o lurismo
global {como a OMT), e o turisimo nacional (como a
EMBEATLIR, ¢ scu mecanisimos de agdo (como o
PRODETLUIR}).

+ As infra-estmmras correspondem fs redes
de transporie ¢ comunicagies, rede de dgua, enzr-
gia, telefomia, de abastecimenic ¢ de sansagmento
bisico, scrvigos do apoio Commo SeSUTATcy, Clo;

» 2 mein ecoldgica corresponde aos grandes
ecnssistemas em estado inalterado ou alterado e és
paisagens singulares

A partir destes elementos, para a melhor com-
preensio do espago turisticn precisamos entender a
dialeticidade entre os fixns e os fluxos. Para Milton
Santos (1996, p, 503,

"5 elementos fixes, fixados em cada lugar,
penitem agdes que modificam o proprio lupar.
Muxps novos ¢ renovadas gque recriatm as con-
digfics ambicnims € as condigiies socials, €
redefinem cada lugar”

Por fluxos entendemaos como

“nm resiltado diveto ou indireto das aciics ©
alraveszam ou somstalin nos fixos, modili-
cando a sua significagéo e o seu valor, 4o mes-
mo temmpo |am] que, também, se modificam™
(ibid., p. 3803,

Rodrigues (1997) nos diz que esta € uma forma
mpito perlinente para o entendimentn do espaco,
pois cxpressa com clarcra a dindmica cspacial {hori-
zomial ¢ vertical), sendo gue o3 fixos 8o entendidos
coma os centros emiscores da demanda de onde
partem 05 fluxos em diregdo aos niicleos receptores
M mteracio entre fixos e fluxos mostra a realidade
espacial do turismo e pode se apresentar cotg obje-
Lo passivel de interpretacio. Relotnanda o concesto
de espago, Santos {1990) faz referéncia aos ohjetos,
comn integrante de um sistems, & o seu par dialético
¢ eniendido como sistema de apbes.

O espago € hoje composto per sistemas de
ohjetos cada ver mais artificiais. Espagos turisticos
tambeém podem ser apresentados como sistemas
de objelos naturais arlificializades, puis 0 consumo
deste espage cria artificialidades para atender a de-
manda. Ao mesmo tempo, as agdes estdo organiza-
das em sistemas artificializados, e cada vez mais
tendem & finahdades eshanhas oo lugar e a0s seus
habitantes. As contradigdes cofme objetos existen-
les 1o lugar e agies determninadas [ora do lugar ten-
dem a ser materializadas atraveés dos conflitos cnire
habitaies e tunstas, Contradilonos ou ndo, csses
sislemas intcragem, pois de ym lado os objeles

= instifutions mchide the super-situcture,
which produces norms, orders and legitnuzations,
and therefore comprises the instilutions that regu-
late plobal tourisin (like the WTO). national tourism
{like EMBRATUR) and its action mechanisms (Tike
PRODETLUIR).

+ infra-structurcs incude transport and com-
nmications networks, water, energy and {clephone
neiworks, basic supply and samitation, supporl
services sach as socurity. efc

« (he e¢ological covironment includes the
grcal unaltered ecosystems and unique land-
scapes.

Bascd on these elemenlts, in order o better
understand lourism space we musi understand
the dialectic between fixed elemenls and [ows.
According to Milton Santos (1996, p. 30)

“the ixed, permnancot clements in each place
enablz actions that modify the place itsell:
new. renovaicd Dows thal recreate environ-
mental and social conditions and redeline
cach place”

Flows are undersiood as

“a direct or indirect result of the actions that
run through or establish themsalves in the
fixed elements, modifving their meaning and
value while at the sane time, being modified
thernselves” (bad., p. 505

Rodrigucs (1597) tells ws that 1his is a very
appropriate way of understanding space because il
clearly express the spafial dynanuc (horizontal and
vierticaly in that the fixed elements are undersiood as
demand-cmitling centers from which flows depart in
the direction of the receptor nuclei. The interaction
between fixed elements and flows shows the spatial
reality of tourism and can be presended as au obyect
that is subject to intcrpretation. Returning o the
concept of space, Santos (1996 refors (o objects as
parts of a system and his dialectic pair is under-
stooil as a system of actions.

Space nowadays consists of increasingly arti-
ficial systems of objects. Tounsm spaces may also
been presented as artificial systems of natural ob-
jeets, since the use of this space creatss artificial
aspecis to meet the demand. At the same tme. ac-
ligus arc organised into anificial systems and -
creasingly tend (o have objectives that are strange
to the place and its inhabitants. Contradictions be-
iween the objects in the place and actions deter-
auned away from the place lend o materialize
through conflicts between the inhabitants and the
tounsts. Contradiciory or not, these systems micr-
acl because on one hand the objects condition the
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condicionam as agdes. e em contrapartida as acdes
medificam ou eriam novos objetos. E desta forma
que o espaco furistico se translorma, se configuran-
do como espaco dindmico. E neste sentido gue po-
demos entender inelhor afinnagdes comeo as de
Catrogiovanni {2000, p. 24}, que o ¢spaco deve sct
visto como um fator de evolugdo social. portantn
produzido e reprodusido constantements” on de
Crie (2000, p. 21-2):

“as chamadas potencialidades turishcas {na-
turais c/on culfurais) de wm lugar j4 ndo sio
mats delerminantes da escolha, por parte do
mercado, de mma ou outra porcio de territorio
para impicmentagdo de alguma estrutura para
uso turistice. Os progressos da ciéncia. da
técnica ¢ da informagao permitain que estrtu-
ras absolutamente indiferentes ao sen entorno
sejam implantadas no lerritdrip”,

Ainda procurando captar os processos soci-
ais gque engendram a formagdo de espagos turisti-
¢os, pode-s2 recorrer As categorias analiticas
formya. fungdo e estrutura, sugeridas por Santos
{1997). Tais categorias constitucm eixes fundamen-
tais na interpredagdo dos espagos. De forma breve,
pademas assim identificd-las:

* A forma refere-se apvasivel, ou seja. 3 paisa-
Ecit turistica, a materializagio da produgio humany,
em (ltima andlise aos fixos e aos objetos,

* A lunciio busca decompor o espago turistico
nos seus clementos (oferta. demmanda, transparie,
infra-estrulur, servagos, gestiin, marketing), avali-
ando a funcionalidade de cada elemento na consti-
tuiydo dessa {otalidade,

= A eslrotura expressa a inter-dependéngia
chitre as parles e o todo, as redes de relagdes.

Enfim, & no movimente ¢ntre essas categorias
se torna possivel reconstruir a realidade na sua wota-
lidade. E através da eompreensio dos processos
sociais que as agdes ¢ interagies de tedos os ele-
mentos das categonas anferioves, en movimento
diacromico, pode ser caplada, em vista do dinamis-
mo do espago.

CONSIDERACOES FINAIS

Neste contexto. o furismo precisa ser “conside-
rado win sistema aberto, que permita a identificagdo
de suas caracteristicas basicas” (Dend, 1998, p 43).
Aprofundando a discuseao, Bend {op. cit.} afinna que
O urisimo $¢ apresenta como wm sslens aberte em
todda a soa abrangéneia, complexidade ¢ mulucasua-
lidade, sinictizado (modele referencial), capas. de de-
monstrar as combinaghes mupltificetadas de forgas e

actions. and on the olher hand the actions modify or
create new objects. s i tlus way that che tonrism
space becomes transformed, establishing itsell as a
dymaruc space 1115 in this sense that we can betler
understand statements like that of Catrogiovanni
(2000, p. 24 “space should be regarded as a factor
of social evolution which is therefore constantly
being produced and reproduced” or that of Cruz
(2000, p. 21-2):

“features of so called 1ourism potential
(natural and/or cultural) of 3 place are no longer de-
ternmnanis of choice, on the part of the market, of
some portion of territory in which to implement a
structuee for tourist use, Scientific, techuical and in-
formatien \cchnology progress 18 enabling struc-
tures thal are completely indifferent 1o their
surroundings to be introduced to the territory™

Still seekmg (o understand the socral proc-
esses that lead to the Formalion of tourism spaces,
one can resart to the analytical categories of form,
function and structure suggested by Santos (1997}
These categorics constitute fundamental axes in the
interpretation of spaces. They can be briefly ident-
ficd as follows:

= Form refors o the visible, i ¢, the tourism
landscape. the materialization of human production
and finally, an analysis of fixed aspects and objects;

* Function seeks to break down the lourism
space inlo its elements (offer, demand, transport,
infra-struciure, services, management and market-
ing) evaluating the functionality of elements in the
constitution of the whole:

= ditucture expresses the inter-dependence
between the parts and the whole, the networks of
relationships,

Finally, it is in the movement between these
categories that it becomes possible to reconstruct
reality in its totality. Tt is through the comprehen-
sion of the soeial processes, that the actions and
imteractions of all the elements of the previous cal-
egories can be captured, in a diachronic movement,
in view of the dynamism of space.

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

Within this context lourism teeds 1o be “geen

. 45 an open system, which enables the identfication

of its basic charactenstics™ (Beni. 1998, p. 43). Going
deeper inlo this discussion. Beru (op. cit.) states
that tourism preseuts ilsell as open system in all its
scope, complexity and mulli-casualty, and is syn-
ibesized {Referential model ) and capabte of demon-
sirating the multifaceted combinations of strengths
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sharglas sempre om mvimenlo. Deste modo Bem
{1998) expressa no SISTUR, que csld representado
praficamente na Flowra 2.
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Figura 2, SISTUR.: Sistema de Turismo: Modelo Referencial,
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and encreies that always in movemant, Thus Bend
(998! expresses in SISTUR, which is graphically
represented 1n Figure 2,
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Figuers 2, SISTUR: Tourrsm System: Referentral Adodel

A partit deste modelo, confignra-se o sistema
de turismoe composto por (rés grandes conjuntos.

* Relagdes amhientais {imhientes ecologi-
cas, social, econbimice ¢ cublural);

* Organizagio estrutural (superestmtuma e
infra-estrugura);

= Agdces operacionais {oferta. demanda. pro-
dugdo, distrimugae e conswmo),

Com basc nestas consideragdes, podemos
conceber que a translonnagdo de espacos em espa-
¢0s8 luristicos exipe wna requalificagio do cspaco
para uma nova fancionalidade. Enfim, esta nova fiun-
¢do do espago cria wm novo sistema de objetos. ade-
quado a0 sistema de apdes vigente. determinado pela
demanda do tarismo. Os espagos turisticos sio para-
doxalmente construidos para serem espagos do dcio,
na sua relagio entre a produtividade ¢ a improdu-
tividade. Knafon (1996 chams 5508 CSPacos apro-
prados pelo turismo de terriloros uristicos, ¢ ainda
define trés relagies entre lurisnio e lerritonioe.

= TerTithrios sem wrismo: o desenvolviiiento
tecialagico no selor de transparles ¢ comunicagio
nos apresenta ¢ada vor monos cspagos Macessi-
veis ao rismo. Assim, existem cada ves menos lor-
Titorios sem mrismo.

* Turisio sem terntdrio’ & o turismo fora do
solo, quase complemente indiferente ao espago que
o acallie. 840 os lugares criados, escolhidos nor-
malmenie pela sug scessimlidade.

From this modz], the tourism svstem 15
configured as consisting of three major gronps:

« Environmental relationships (ecelogical,
social, eoonomical and cultmral environments,

« Structural organization (superstmzture
and infrastructure);

« Operational actions {offer, demand. produc-
tion, delivery and consumplion).

Based on thege considerations, we can see
that transforming spaces into tourism spaces re-
quires a re-qualification of the space far a new unc-
tionality. [n short, this new foncrtion of space
creates a new systein of objects, adapted to the sys-
lem of present actions and delermined by teurism

- demand. Tourist spaces are paradoxically con-

structed as lcisure spaces, m their relatiemship be-
ween productivity and non-productivity. Kuafou
{199a) calls these spaces that are used for lourism
“lourist wernfories” and delines three relationslups
between tourism and territory.

» Territories without fourisme technological
development in the transport angd conymunication
scctors leads o incrcasingly less inaccessible
spaces for tourisme. Therelore: there are ingreasingly
less territories withont fouresm.

+ Tourism witlioul wrritory. tourisin away {rom
the land. alinest completely indifferent to the space
that hosts it. Created spaces usually chosen for
their accessibility
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* lertittrios turisticos: sio territdrios produi-
dos pelos iristas, Nommalmente, nestes casos, plane-
jam-ze vs cspagos, esquecendo da sociedade [oeal,

Por fim, o cntendimento da espaco turistico e
de seus clementos passa necessariamentes peka con-
cepean ampla do coneeito de turismo, bem coma pele
entendimento da dinamacidade da producio das es-
pragos. Os espagos apropriades pelo lurismo, os ferri-
torios uristicos. apresentam relagdcs de producio e
consumoe do espago. de forma diferente duguelas tra-
tadas wradicionalmente, Assim. o entendimento de
tais relagdes cxige a wentificacdo dos clementos do
espaco ¢ suas formas de interacdio.

= Tourist icrritories: territories produccd by
tourists. Lisually Lhe local society is forgotien in the
planning ol these spaces

Finallv. an understanding of tourist space
and ils elements needs to include a broader con-
cept of tourism as well an understanding of
the dynamic of the production of space. Spaces
used for Lourism, tonrist territories, presend a
relationship betwsen space consumption and pro-
duction that differs traditionally managed spaces.
Thus, understanding such relationships requires
an wlentification of the elemenis of space and
their forms of integration.
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