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O QUE E ECOTURISMO? EM BUSCA DE UMA
RESPOSTA PELA VIA DA ABORDAGEM
CONCEITUAL'

WHAT IS ECOTOURISM? IN SEARCH OF A RESPONSE
USING A CONCEPTUAL APPROACIH

Panlo dos Santos PIRES®

Ao se pesquisar o universo conceitual e as
correspondentes definigies de “ecoturismo™ con-
cebidos pelos distintos segimentos socials com mic-
resse ou com atuagio nesta atividade. notadamente
a5 pesquisadores ¢ consuliores, as cntidades ¢
organizacies da area ambicntalisla & conserva-
cionista € 05 organismos oficiais, idenfificaram-se
cereg de brinta conceitos/definigdes com uma
notivel convergéncia parta 03 scguintes pontos
fundamengais

« énfase na naturczs. ua histhria natoral ¢ nos
aspectos originais ¢ auténlices dos destinos ¢
de suas culturas autoctones,

* 3 presoupacio com os impactos sdécio-ambi-
cntais da atividade nos desiimos e com a sus-
tentabilidade dos recursos utiizados;

* O COMpromisso com a geragdo de beneficios
para as comunidades locais ¢ 8 cconomia
Tegional;

o advento da consciettizacio ecologica atra-
vis da educaciio ambiental e interpretagio da
'I!ﬂnll'ﬂiﬁ_:

0 apnio € o engajanento nas a0OCs COTSEr-
vacionistas desenvolvidas nos destines do
ecoturismo.

Verifica-se que ainda nio existe um conceile
ou definiglo de ecoturismo universalmente aceitos.

When researching inte Lhe concepiual
world and the corresponding definitione of
“ecotourism™, aboul thirly concoepis/definitions
could be identified. These definitions have been
cstablished by different social sectors interested
or invoelved in the activily, notably researchers
and consuluants, entaties and organizations from
the covironmenialist and conservatioms field
and official bodies. All the concepts/definitions
identified have the following fundamental points
10 COTTTIN.

= An cmphasis on the oalure, najural histery
and original and aothenlic aspects of the
destinanons and thetr native cultures.

« A concern for the socio-environmental
impacts of the astivity on the destinations and
for the sustainability of the resources used,

* A comnmitment to penerating benefire for the
lacal communitics and repional cconomy;

» The emergence of an ecological awarcness
through environmental education and infer-
pretation of namre.

« Support for and engagement in conserva-
tionist actions developed in the ecolourizm
destinations

Tt was also noted thet thers 15 ne one univer-
sally accepted concepl or definition of costourism.

' Resumo expandide cotrespondente an trabalhn apresentada
gar Maulo dos Santos Pires na sevio ds posiers do Begundo
Ceonpresso e Foposiciio loternnctonal de Foowrisme — WORLIY
ECOTUR 20040 na vdade de Savador- BA rezlzado entre 05
e 02 de Abril de 2090 sob 3 promogic da Sociedade Drasileira
gard & Valomzaglo de heie Ambizme - BHOSFERA

* Ledendet summnary of the work presesied by Pauls dos Santes
Fizes for the poster seclion ol Lhe Sepumedo Coxpresss e
Sapotipdo Jlemacional de Ecoinrismce - WORLD ECOTUR
2000, held in Salvador - Bahia, from the 59 (e the £ of April
2000, promicted by the Bracilian Society for Valooviabon of
the Environmment - BIDSFERA.

* Frofessor ¢ pesquisador dos curros de praduacin ¢ mestrado em Teesmao = Hotelazia da Thaivali
* Profassor and reregrcher in the Undsr-Gradvaie ard Adesters Degree Progrums
af the Towrism ond Hete! Hanagement Por-Graduate Program of Ueivalr.
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C que cssd ausénoia ndo acarrceta em projuico ou
limitagdo puta o seu desenvolvimento. No enganto,
muma escala mais regionalizada o principalmenis
leeal, ha que seotrvesior e concensualizacio em
torno de um congeilo claro ¢ de uma defingdo
operacignal, ambes mportantes para o desencadear
ericniado das agbes em torno de ecoturismo nesta
cscala poogrifica.

Por outro lado, a constatada comverpéngia de
pontos fundamentais indica que hd de se feruma reta-
guarda de principios, cstes sim acgtos numa escali
mais universal. de mode gue se consiiuun e mercos
referenciais a todos que ousquem erapreender inicia-
iivas ¢ agdes cm lorno do ecoturismg. Neste sentido.
os principlos atribuidos atnalmente ao “verdadeiro™
ecomnsmo relacioname-se, gm csséncia, a wdos os
cinco pontos fundamentais j& expostes. £ oportuno
ressaltar ainda que lodos 0s conceitos e definigoes
mais dilundidos incorporam na veréade os valores e
as bandeiras ambietitalistas, cujo componente central
&0 "paradivma da sustentabilidade™

Connude, ao se justapor a aodhise do nniverso
concerlual com a prética ceoluristica da atualidade,
visualizam-se duas verlciies para 4 sua carac-
eriFagin.

* Trata-s¢ de uma atividade turlstica obwia-
mente desenvelvidi jonto 1 ambientes namrais & no
scu entermo eulural proximg, om que o enfoque
esld. acimy de tudo. na conlgmplacio ¢ na inte-
oracao fisica € emotiva com ¢ gmbicnic desccberio
Esae enfoque corresponde justaments ao coolurisla
que podemos identificar como padrio ou tipico, que
¢ 0 sen segmento de publico mais amplo na atua-
lidade. Esse tipo de ccoturisia accita incorporan a
ca5a sua experiéncia comemplativa ¢ de integragio
ambicntal, wma certa dose de avennura desde que
nos limates de sua predisposiciio fisica e psico-
légica. Accita também alguma carga de informagdo
sobre o ambicntc visitado (educacio ambiental).
desde que objetiva e dindmica;

» Ma medida em que siooferecidas atividades
que se diferengicm dessc padido como, por exemplo, a
pratica dos chamados “csportes radicais na nat-
red,” ouobscrvagoes detrdas de Fauna ¢ DoTa. iome-sg
urm ccolurismo mais desapegado de scu cixo Junda-
mental de identificagio ¢ mais propenso a se “uterfa-
CEArT com oulras SHegoias de atrvidades na natureza,
COMO 10 PrIMErs cas. os esporles de AVEIITA & T
scgundo, a investigagio cientifica. E juntamente
nessa zona de “interfaceamenio” que se cstabelecom
as confisocs ¢ a8 conlrovérsias concelfuals & opo-
I6gicas sobre o que é ou nio 2 ecoturismo.

Portante a abordagem conceitual sobre o
cooturismo tem a sua dimensio ampliada na medida
cm que a cla se agregam os mulupios eofoques ¢

and that this lack of concepl does nol tessen ar limit
its develepment. However, within the regional, and
especially, local scope, there is a need o wmvest
in the forming of 4 consensus bascd om a clear
concept and an operalienal definition. hoth of
which are important for the guided stimulanon
of acticns around ecotourism in this geegraphic
location.

On the etber hand, the noted convergence of
the fundamenta] poims indicates that there i< a
nzed for a background of principles, winch arc
umversaily accepled. so that they constitute o
reference for all those frying o carry owt indtiatives
and acticns in ecotourisin. The principles thai
are currently attributed to “real” scotourisin are. in
cssence, telated 1o all five fundamental points
previensly outlined. Tt is epporiung to high-
light that all the most widespread concepls and
definitions are, @ truth. the values and flags of
the envirommenialists. whose core component
15 the *paradigm of sustainability™.

Hewever, whan the analvesis of the conceptat
world 15 compared with the current practice of
ecotourism, two schools of theught can be seen for
its charactenzation:

» Ecolputism 15 a lonrism activity thal i1s
obvionsly developed in natural ctivironmsns or
1 its close cultural environment where the focus
15, above all, on contemplation and physical
and emotional mtegration with the discoverod
ervirpningenl. This foeus cormmesponds precisely o
the ceolourist (lal we can idenlily as slandard
or fypical. which is curzently its largest market.
This type of ecotourist accepts a cerlain degres of
adventure within this experdence of contemplation
and environmental integration, provided that 1t
is within his physical and psychological hmits.
He also accepts some infotination aboust e covi-
ronment visiled (emnronmenal education’), as long
as it 15 objective and dvnamic.

» When activitics arc affercd which vary from
ilus pattern, such as the practice of so-called
“radical nature sports” or prolenged periods of
observing flora and fauna, an coolowrism is crealed
that is further removed from ils fondamental corge
of identification. and tends to “interface” mote
willh othor galcporics of nature activity, as in the
case of the fonner, adventure sports and the latter.
scientific mvestigation. 1t is precisely in (s arca
of “interface™ that conceptual and typological
confusicn and controversies anss concerning what
is o is nol ccatourism.

Thus. the conceptual approach to ecotounsm
widens its dimenzion as mulhple focnses aud
related imterests are added o 105 “cocolounsm
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interesses subjacenies ds atividades “cooturis-
licas” & aos scus protagonistas, permitindo langar
0 segunte arcabougn conceitual:

Pela via do furismo sustentavel tem-se que
0 ccotirising sera wma alternatiea diferenciada das
demais modalidades pelo sen enfoque principal na
tmiureea. Pelavia do nnsmo ma rehurescs o cootitism
gerig wia entre ountras modalidades turisncas
desenvolvidas no melo natural, porém diferenciada
pelo compromisso em relagdo acs principios éticos
de cariter ambientalista a ele atribuddos.

Tal dimengio conceitual ndg autonza tomar o
ccoturismo come “rolulagio” para as inluneras
atividades gue sz postulam come alternativa ao
turismo convencional, proncipalmente porque entre
clas o é dificil dentificar ages contraditérias e
incompativels com a dimensdo conservacicnista
atribuida ao verdadeiro ecoturismo. Da mesma
forma, desaconseliia a incorporagio oporluista do
discurse da “sustentaibdade”™ ao descovolvi-
mento do ecolunismo, ¢ sug manipulago por parte
de interesses aos mais difugos ¢ obscuros dentro ¢
fora do frade (uristico.

activitics and protagonists, enabling the following
conceptual framework to be applied:

Through the route of sustaznable tourism,
ecolourism would be a differsnoated alternative
to the other torms of tourism, duc to its focus on
nature. Through the route of nalurc lourism,
ccatountis woatld be one among various opes of
tourism developed in the natural environment,
dufferentiated however, by a commitment to the
ethical principles of an environmenial character that
are attributed o il

This congeptual dimension does not allow the
use of ecolowrism as a “label™ for the innumerable
activities that are stated as alternalives to conven-
tional tourism, particularly because among these
alternatives if is easy to observe actions that are
conftradictory and incompatiblc with (he conserva-
tionist view attributed to troe ccolounsm. Likewise,
this conceplual dimension advises against the
lerm “snstainability” being opportunely mcluded
it the development of scatourism. and its manipuli-
tion in the name of the most diffisse and obscure
inerests within and oulside e toursm trade.
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