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IMPRESSOES DE JOST KRIPPENDORF
SOBRE BALNEARIO CAMBORIU

JOST KRIPPENDORF'S IMPRESSIONS
OF BALNEARIO CAMBORIU

Em 25 de Outubro de 1999, o prof. Dr. Jost
Krippendorf, da Universidade de Berna - Suiga, um
dos mais respeitados estudiosos sobre turismo
sustentavel realizou visitas ¢ palestra no Mestrado
em Turismo ¢ Hotelana, no auditorio do Centre
de Educacfio Superior da UNIVALL Em carta de
agradecimento pelos momentos vividos durante
a visita ao Brasil, assim se expressa o Prof.
Krippendorf:

“Balnedario Camborii ¢ uma verdadeira
cidade turistica, com praigs enovmes ¢ prédios por
todos os lados. Tem capacidade para {3 milhies
de hispedes ¢ 200 mil habiiantes. Desconbego
qualquer resort de furismo na Europa com capa-
cidade compardvel a esta. A arquitetura urbanag,
entretanto, lembra-me Miami ou Torremolinos na
Espanha e alguns resorts na Costa Adriatica da
ltalia ou nas flhas Candrias. Essa densidade de
construgdes em um lugar turistico foi, de fate, uma
surpresa para mim: ndo sabia da existéncia de
tantos grandes centros turisticos no Brasil Cada
wma poderia hospedar 173 da populacdo total da
Suica! Eu ndo podiu crer em meus olhos. Sem ter
estudado a funde a situacdo especifica brasileira,
muas baseando-me em muita experiéncia adquirida
em owlros paises, espontanegmente diria gue exsas
cidades-segunda-residéncia, com suas baixas
taxas de ocupacdo rhabitantes), sdo excessiva-
mente superdimensionadas e que com 0 tempo os
custos econdmicos, sociais ¢ ecoldgicos excederdo
muite 035 correspondentes beneficios. Existem
até mesmo alguns especialistas europeus (e eu
estou enire eles) que pensam gue essas ‘pithas’
de leftos turisticos serdo as favelas do futuro!
Eles argumentam que um crescente numere de
pessoas nao poderdo custear a manttenao da sud
segunda residéncia, e ndo haverd chance de alu-
gar ou vender por um hom preco, apartamentos
mal cuidados/mantidos. Esse circulo vicioso de
‘decadéncia’, esse processo de favelizacdo ji
comecou em algumas regides ruristicas pelo
mundo. Por favor, desculpem esta observacdo
dentro da pesquisa turistica, mas este é um
dos assuntos que eu tentei descrever em meu livio
‘The Landscape Devourers' ha mais de 20 anos.

(n the 25® of October 1999, Prof. Dr. Jost
Krippendorf of the University of Berne -
Switzerland, one of the most respeeted authorities
on sustainable tourism, wvisited and gave a lecture
to the Masters Course in Tourism and Hotel
Management, held in the auditorium of the Center
for Higher Education at UNIVALL By way ot thanks
for his experiences during his visit to Brazil, Prof.
Kriopendorf wrnites the following:

“Balnedrio Cambarin is a real tourist
town, with large heaches and buildings all over
It has a capacity of 1.3 million guest beds and
200,000 permanent residents. | do not know of
any resort in Europe that can compare with this.
The wrhan architecture, however, reminds me of
Miami or Torremolinos in Spain, and some resorts
on the Adrviatic Coast of Italy or on the Canary
Istands. This density of constructions in a tourism
{ocation was indeed a surprise for me: I did not
know there was more than one of such giant
tourism cities in Brazil. Each of them could lodge
up to one third of the toral Swiss population!
I could not believe my eyes. Without having
thoroughly studied the specific Brazilian situa-
tion, but basing my views on much experience
that has been gained in other countries, I would
spontaneously say thut such secondary-residence-
cities, with their very low occupancy rates, are
largely overdimensioned and that in the long run,
their economic, social and ecological costs will
exceed the carresponding benefits by far. There are
even some Eurcpean specialists (myself ameong
them) who think that these ‘heaps’ of tourist beds
will he the slums of tomorrow. They argue that an
increasing number of people will not be able ta
afford the growing costs of maintenance of their
secondary residence anymore and there will be
no chance to rent nor to sell badly maintained
apariments at a good price. This vicious circle
of downgrading, this process of ‘stumification’ has
already started in some tourist regions in the
werld. Please, excuse this side step inta tourism
research, but this is one of the subjects that [ tried
to describe in my book ‘The Landscape Devourers’
more than 20 years ago.
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Felizmente nos mostraram também muitas
outras praias da regido com muifo menos massifi-
cagdo de prédios e infraestrutura, correspondendo
melhor & nossa idéia de ‘lado humano’. Conhe-
cemos, entdo, u itha de Porto Belo. O desenvolvi-
mento furistico desta itha, pertencente e gerenciada
por particulares, € completamenie o opostoe do
modele tradicional: apenas um numero limitado de
pessoas estd autorizado a visitar a ilha. Nela existemn
apenas afgumas povcas edificagdes (um restauran-
te, uma pequena loja ¢ um musew), tudo construido
com materiais da regidon, principalmente em
madeira. As trithas onde os turistas podem caminhar
sdo delimitadas. O turista recebe informagies
adequadas sobre a ifha e sobre as normas gue visam
a prote¢do da natureza. No restaurante & servida
excelente comida local, principalmente peixe.
Tudo em um perfeito exemplo de boa concepgao de
‘serenciamento da visitagdo' e desenvolvimento
sustentével do turismo, com beneficios para todos os
envolvidos, inclusive a natureza. O bislogo respon-
sivel pelo desenvolvimento da llha disse-nos que a
biodiversidade na mesma cresceu significativa-
mente desde gue o moniforamento dos visitantes foi
introduzido. Espécies raras de plantas e animais
encontram nela um refugio. As questdes permane-
ceram apos ver estas duas situacdes extremas: os
principios de desenvolvimenio sustentdvel, tdo hen
abservados na Ilha de Porto Belo, sdo iambém
aplicaveis em larga escalu? O que a sustentabili-
dade significa, em termos praticos, se temos que lidar
com massas de turistas? E o desenvolvimento do
turismo ecolégico sustentdvel, talvez, um concetto
elitista de um ponto de visia social? Tentei responder
estus questdes durante a patestra na UNIVALL onde
fut apresentado pela Prof* Dra. Doris Ruschmann,
uma conhecidissima cientista, consultora em turis-
mo, e também uma day responsaveis por estabelecer
os estudos de wurismo na UNIVALI Foi nessd
palestra que soube que o modelo de desenvolvi-
mento de Porto Belo foi originalmente concebido
por Doris. Parabéns novamente ¢ muito obrigado
pelo convite.”

Jost Krippendorf
15 de Novembro de 1999,

Fortunately, there are many other beaches
in the region with much less massification of
buildings and infrastructure, corresponding
more 1o our idea of ‘human size'. We therefore
visited the [sland of Porio Belo. Tourism develop-
ment of this privately owned and munaged istand
is tatally oppesite io the traditional model: Only
a strictly limited number of people are authorized
{o visit the island. It has only a very few build-
ings (restaurant, small shop and museum), afl
constructed with local resources, mainly wood.
The pathways on which tourists are allowed to
walk are marked. The tourism gets adequate
information about the island and about ali
rules atming to protect its nature. In the restaurant
they serve excellent local food, mainly fish.
Allin il it is a perfect example of well-conceived
visitors' management and sustainable fourism
development, with benefits for all parties con-
cerned, nature included. The biologist who is
responsible for the island's development told us
that biodiversity on the istand has significantly
increased since visitors' management has been
introduced. Rare species of plants and animals
have found a refuge there. The questions thut
remained after having seen these two extreme
situations. are the principles of sustainable
development, which are well observed on the
Istand of Porta Belo, not applicable also on a
large scale? What does sustainability mean
practically if we kave to deal with masses of
tourists? Is ecologically sustainable tourism
development, perhaps, an elitist concept from
a social point of view? I tried to give an answer
to these guestions in my lecture at UNIVALL where
! was introduced by Prof. Dr Doris Ruschmann,
a well-known scientific expert and consultant in
tourism, and also one of the people responsible for
establishing the study of tourism at UNIVALL
It was only after my lecture that I learned that the
Porto Belo development model was originally
conceived by Doris. Congratulations again and
thank you very much for your invitation.”

Jost Krippenddorf
15" November 1999
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