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ABSTRACT 

Purpose – This paper proposes the concept of Circular Skillcation as an emerging tourism 
approach integrating regenerative tourism, circular economy principles, tourists’ skill deve-
lopment, and positive community impact. The study discusses how tourism experiences 
can evolve from passive consumption activities into mechanisms for experiential learning, 
local development, and collaborative value creation among tourists, destinations, and com-
munities in the sustainability frame.

Findings – Tourism demand is increasingly oriented toward meaningful and transformative 
experiences. The findings suggest that integrating circular economy principles and the 5Rs 
framework into skill-based tourism experiences may simultaneously generate environmen-
tal, social, economic, and educational benefits, particularly for small tourism businesses 
and local communities.

Research limitations/implications – This study adopts a conceptual and theoretical essay 
approach. The paper contributes to the literature on regenerative tourism, transformative 
tourism, and circular economy by proposing the concept of Circular Skillcation as a new 
analytical framework for future empirical studies.

Practical implications – The proposed framework may support tourism operators, poli-
cymakers, destination managers, and small tourism enterprises in designing tourism expe-
riences focused on sustainability, enhancing local engagement, innovation, and capability 
development.

Originality/value – This paper contributes to an emerging research area by integrating skill-
-based tourism experiences with regenerative tourism and circular economy perspectives, 
an intersection still scarcely explored in tourism literature.
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RESUMO

Objetivo – Este artigo propõe o conceito de Skillcation Circular como uma abordagem emergente do turismo que integra turismo rege-
nerativo, princípios da economia circular, desenvolvimento de habilidades dos turistas e impacto positivo nas comunidades locais. O 
estudo discute como as experiências turísticas podem evoluir de atividades de consumo passivo para mecanismos de aprendizagem ex-
periencial, desenvolvimento local e criação colaborativa de valor entre turistas, destinos e comunidades no contexto da sustentabilidade.

Resultados – A demanda turística está cada vez mais orientada para experiências significativas e transformadoras. Os resultados suge-
rem que a integração dos princípios da economia circular e da estrutura dos 5Rs em experiências turísticas baseadas em aprendizagem 
pode gerar simultaneamente benefícios ambientais, sociais, econômicos e educacionais, especialmente para pequenos negócios turís-
ticos e comunidades locais.

Limitações/implicações da pesquisa – Este estudo adota uma abordagem teórica e conceitual. O artigo contribui para a literatura sobre 
turismo regenerativo, turismo transformativo e economia circular ao propor o conceito de Skillcation Circular como uma nova estrutura 
analítica para futuras pesquisas empíricas.

Implicações práticas – O framework proposto pode auxiliar operadores turísticos, formuladores de políticas públicas, gestores de des-
tinos e pequenos negócios turísticos no desenvolvimento de experiências voltadas à sustentabilidade, aprimorando engajamento local, 
inovação e desenvolvimento de capacidades.

Originalidade/valor – Este artigo contribui para um campo emergente de pesquisa ao integrar experiências turísticas baseadas em ha-
bilidades com perspectivas do turismo regenerativo e da economia circular, intersecção ainda pouco explorada na literatura em turismo.

Palavras-chave: Skillcation; Economia Circular; turismo regenerativo; experiências turísticas; comunidades locais.

RESUMEN

Objetivo – Este artículo propone el concepto de Skillcation Circular como un enfoque emergente del turismo que integra turismo rege-
nerativo, principios de economía circular, desarrollo de habilidades de los turistas e impacto positivo en las comunidades locales. El es-
tudio analiza cómo las experiencias turísticas pueden evolucionar de actividades de consumo pasivo hacia mecanismos de aprendizaje 
experiencial, desarrollo local y creación colaborativa de valor entre turistas, destinos y comunidades en el contexto de la sostenibilidad. 

Hallazgos – La demanda turística está cada vez más orientada hacia experiencias significativas y transformadoras. Los hallazgos su-
gieren que la integración de principios de economía circular y del marco de las 5Rs en experiencias turísticas basadas en el aprendizaje 
puede generar simultáneamente beneficios ambientales, sociales, económicos y educativos, especialmente para pequeños negocios 
turísticos y comunidades locales.

Limitaciones/implicaciones de la investigación – Este estudio adopta un enfoque teórico y conceptual. El artículo contribuye a la literatu-
ra sobre turismo regenerativo, turismo transformativo y economía circular al proponer el concepto de Skillcation Circular como un nuevo 
marco analítico para futuras investigaciones empíricas.

Implicaciones prácticas – El marco propuesto puede ayudar a operadores turísticos, formuladores de políticas públicas, gestores de 
destinos y pequeños negocios turísticos en el desarrollo de experiencias orientadas a la sostenibilidad, mejorando el compromiso local, 
la innovación y el desarrollo de capacidades.

Originalidad/valor – Este artículo contribuye a un área emergente de investigación al integrar experiencias turísticas basadas en habili-
dades con perspectivas del turismo regenerativo y la economía circular, una intersección todavía poco explorada en la literatura turística.

Palabras clave: Skillcation; Economía Circular; turismo regenerativo; experiencias turísticas; comunidades locales.

INTRODUCTION
The tourism industry has undergone profound transformations in recent years, particularly regarding travelers’ expecta-
tions and consumption patterns (Tourism Today, 2024; Christou, 2026). Traditional tourism models centered on passive 
leisure and standardized experiences are increasingly being replaced by more immersive, authentic, and transformative 
experiences (Richards, 2011; Amaro et al., 2023; Neuhofer, 2024). In this context, the concept of ‘skillcation’ — a combina-
tion of “skill” and “vacation” — has emerged as a growing tourism trend and buzz in 2025 and 2026 in which travelers seek 
not only rest and entertainment, but also opportunities to acquire new competencies, practical abilities, and meaningful 
learning experiences during their trips (Bologna, 2024; Hilton, 2025; Loweth, 2025; Forbes, 2026; Soul of Hospitality, 2026; 
Ledsom, 2026). This shift reflects a broader movement toward personal growth and lifelong learning as core components 
of the travel experience (HuffPost, 2024; Bologna, 2024; Robinson, 2025).

Simultaneously, sustainability discussions have become central to tourism research and destination management (Strip-
poli et al., 2024; UN Tourism, 2025). Among these discussions, the Circular Economy (CE) has emerged as a regenerative 
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approach that promotes resource optimization, waste reduction, local resilience, and sustainable development (Stahel, 
2016; Geissdoerfer et al., 2017; Ferasso et al., 2020; Einarsson & Sorin, 2020; Kirchherr et al., 2023; Kirchherr et al., 2023; 
UN Tourism, 2025; Cheng et al., 2026). Circular Economy principles are frequently operationalized through the 5Rs frame-
work — Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover, and Regenerate — which seeks to minimize environmental impacts and to create 
restorative and regenerative systems (Stahel, 2016; Kirchherr et al., 2023; Meshram, 2024). In tourism, these principles en-
courage destinations and tourism operators to move beyond minimizing negative externalities toward generating positive 
environmental, social, cultural, and economic outcomes (Tuyen, 2025; Das & Mishra, 2026).

This perspective becomes particularly relevant for small tourism businesses, which frequently face resource constraints, 
operational vulnerabilities, seasonality, and intensifying market competition (Strippoli et al., 2024; Tami-Barrera et al., 
2024). Previous studies demonstrate that CE practices may strengthen innovation capabilities, stakeholder collabora-
tion, and long-term value creation among small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) (Ferasso et al., 2020; Calisto et 
al., 2023; Ferasso et al., 2023; Mpanza & Ngwenya, 2026). Furthermore, tourism studies emphasize that sustainable tour-
ism competitiveness increasingly depends on collaborative governance, innovation ecosystems, and local stakeholder 
engagement (Calisto et al., 2023; Boldo et al., 2024; Cardoso et al., 2024; Mpanza & Ngwenya, 2026). These collaborative 
frameworks allow small-scale operators to overcome individual limitations by leveraging shared resources and collective 
knowledge within a regenerative tourism model (Badenas-Boldó et al., 2025).

Despite growing debates surrounding regenerative and circular tourism, limited attention has been paid to integrating 
tourists’ skill development and CE practices into tourism experiences (Fernández-Villarán et al., 2024; Syafruddin et al., 
2025). Most studies analyze tourism sustainability and experiential tourism in isolation, without examining the intersection 
of tourists’ learning processes, regenerative territorial dynamics, and circular tourism ecosystems (Rodríguez et al., 2020; 
Sørensen & Bærenholdt, 2020; Einarsson & Sorin, 2020). This lack of integration represents a significant research gap, as 
the potential for tourists to act as active agents of regeneration through skill acquisition remains largely unexplored in 
current CE frameworks (Guerreschi et al., 2023; Kirchherr et al., 2023; Zhao, 2025; Iddawala & Lee, 2026). Bridging this gap 
is essential for developing a more holistic understanding of how “skillcation” can contribute to the long-term resilience and 
vitality of tourism destinations (Manniche et al., 2021; Loweth, 2025; Success, 2026; Cheng et al., 2026).

This paper argues that tourism experiences can serve as platforms for mutual value creation among tourists, destina-
tions, and local communities through what this study conceptualizes as Circular Skillcation. In this model, tourists develop 
practical, environmental, cultural, or creative skills while simultaneously contributing to local circular systems, community 
empowerment, and regenerative tourism dynamics. Examples may include purposely learning traditional crafts with recy-
cled materials, participating in regenerative agriculture, engaging in marine conservation initiatives, or developing sustain-
able gastronomy competencies grounded in local production systems (Lo et al., 2021; Bardolet-Puigdollers & Fusté-Forné, 
2023).

Therefore, this paper seeks to answer the following research question: How can Circular Skillcation contribute to regener-
ative tourism through tourists’ skill development, Circular Economy practices, and positive community impact?

The relevance of this discussion lies in both theoretical and practical implications. Theoretically, the paper contributes 
to emerging debates on regenerative tourism, transformative tourism, and the CE by proposing a conceptual integration 
among these perspectives (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017; Zhao, 2025). Practically, the study contributes to tourism operators, 
destination managers, policymakers, and small tourism businesses interested in developing tourism models that generate 
learning experiences, sustainability outcomes, territorial resilience, and local economic development.

PROPOSITIONS AND DISCUSSIONS

Circular Skillcation as a New Regenerative Tourism Model
The concept of Circular Skillcation is grounded in the assumption that tourism should not be restricted to temporary enter-
tainment or destination consumption (Sørensen & Bærenholdt, 2020; Dredge, 2022; Iddawala & Lee, 2026). Instead, tour-
ism may function as a platform for experiential learning, collaborative value creation, and regenerative interaction between 
visitors and destinations (Everingham et al., 2023; Cardoso et al., 2024; Future Thinking, 2024; Bellato & Pollock, 2025). In 
this perspective, Circular Skillcation proposes a transition from “consuming destinations” toward “co-creating sustainable 
value with destinations” (Richards, 2011; Ferasso et al., 2020; Font et al., 2021; Melenez-Roman et al., 2025; Ledsom, 2026). 
This paradigm shift aligns with broader regenerative tourism goals that emphasize planetary wellbeing and the active 
stewardship of local ecosystems through educational and participatory experiences (National Park Stewardship, 2024; 
Ferasso, 2025; Digital Technologies, 2026).
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One of the core dimensions of Circular Skillcation is tourists’ skill development (Vinodan & Meera, 2019; Maosul et al., 
2025). Contemporary travelers increasingly seek transformative experiences capable of generating personal growth, emo-
tional fulfillment, and practical learning (Pung et al., 2020; Amaro et al., 2023; Bologna, 2024; Zhuo et al., 2025; Loweth, 
2025; Ledsom, 2026). Tourism activities involving gastronomy, artisanal production, sustainable agriculture, environmental 
restoration, marine conservation, and creative industries may become spaces for experiential education and capability 
development (Richards, 2011; Ratten et al., 2019; Lo et al., 2021; Sayatovic, 2023; Bardolet-Puigdollers & Fusté-Forné, 2023; 
Everingham et al., 2023). This perspective aligns with transformative tourism approaches, in which experiences are valued 
for both entertainment and their potential to produce long-term behavioral transformation, i.e., so-called pro-environmental 
behavior (Pung et al., 2020; Everingham et al., 2023; Bai et al., 2025; Zhao, 2025; Tran, 2026). By integrating these learning 
processes into circular tourism ecosystems, destinations can foster deeper connections between visitors and local regen-
erative practices (Ferasso et al., 2020; Cardoso et al., 2024).

A second dimension involves local community engagement and empowerment (Calisto et al., 2023; Strippoli et al., 2024; 
UN Tourism, 2025). Unlike conventional tourism models that often lead to economic leakage and superficial tourist-host 
interactions, Circular Skillcation fosters deeper collaboration between tourists and local actors (Chaitanya & Swain, 2024; 
Tami-Barrera et al., 2024). Local communities become active facilitators of knowledge exchange, cultural preservation, 
and sustainability practices (Bogatinoska et al., 2024). Such interactions may contribute to income diversification, rein-
forcement of territorial identity, preservation of traditional knowledge, and social capital development within destinations 
(Ferasso et al., 2020; Bardolet-Puigdollers & Fusté-Forné, 2023; Boldo et al., 2024; Cardoso et al., 2024). By fostering these 
symbiotic relationships, Circular Skillcation empowers local voices and ensures that tourism benefits are restorative for 
both the community and the environment (Mishulina, 2023; Strippoli et al., 2024).

The third dimension concerns the incorporation of CE principles into tourism experiences (Stahel, 2016; Einarsson & Sorin, 
2020; Lo et al., 2021; Strippoli et al., 2024; UN Tourism, 2025; Cheng et al., 2026; Mpanza & Ngwenya, 2026). Circular Skill-
cation integrates practices such as resource reuse, local sourcing, waste reduction, regenerative environmental activities, 
and collaborative production systems. Previous studies indicate that CE approaches may strengthen innovation ecosys-
tems and competitive advantages among small tourism businesses (Ferasso et al., 2020; Kipinski et al., 2026). For local 
tourism enterprises, Circular Skillcation may create opportunities for differentiation through authentic learning experienc-
es, sustainable gastronomy, local artisanal production, and community-based tourism initiatives (Sims, 2009; Rodríguez 
et al., 2020; Walter, 2025). By embedding these circular practices into the tourist approach, businesses can enhance their 
resilience while contributing to the overall sustainability of the destination (Ferasso et al., 2023; Kipinski et al., 2026).

Circular Economy and the 5Rs in Circular Skillcation: A primer
A central contribution of Circular Skillcation lies in integrating regenerative tourism with the practical application of the 
5Rs framework: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover, and Regenerate (Stahel, 2016; Kirchherr et al., 2023; Meshram, 2024). 
While CE approaches are frequently associated with industrial systems, tourism experiences also offer opportunities to 
operationalize regenerative and circular principles within local ecosystems and experiential consumption dynamics (Bel-
lato & Pollock, 2025; Tanveer et al., 2025). By positioning the tourist as a “co-producer of the tourist experience,” Circular 
Skillcation allows for the direct implementation of these principles through hands-on activities that restore and enhance 
the destination’s natural and social capital (Das & Mishra, 2026). This operationalization transforms the 5Rs from abstract 
concepts into tangible practices that define the regenerative value of the tourism journey (Ferasso et al., 2020; Kipinski et 
al., 2026).

The first principle, Reduce, refers to minimizing excessive consumption, waste generation, and environmental pressure 
caused by tourism activities. Within Circular Skillcation, tourists are encouraged to learn and adopt conscious consump-
tion practices, including low-impact mobility, reduced water and energy use, preference for local products, and participa-
tion in small-scale tourism experiences.

The second principle, Reuse, involves extending the life cycle of materials, products, infrastructure, and cultural assets 
through creative and sustainable practices. Circular Skillcation experiences may include workshops focused on artisanal 
reuse, adaptive reuse of tourism spaces, creative upcycling, sustainable gastronomy, and local handicraft production using 
reclaimed materials.

The third principle, Recycle, emphasizes transforming waste into new value-generating resources. Tourism activities in-
volving community recycling programs, marine waste recovery, composting initiatives, sustainable gastronomy systems, 
and educational environmental workshops may actively engage tourists in circular practices while generating environmen-
tal awareness and practical competencies.
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The fourth principle, Recover, refers to recovering ecosystems, cultural heritage, biodiversity, local (almost lost) traditions, 
and social value previously degraded by unsustainable tourism models. Circular Skillcation may include experiences re-
lated to ecosystem restoration, regenerative agriculture, biodiversity recovery, and preservation of traditional knowledge.

Finally, the fifth principle, Regenerate, represents the most advanced dimension of both CE and regenerative tourism. 
Regenerative tourism seeks to create net positive outcomes for ecosystems, communities, and local economies. In Cir-
cular Skillcation, tourists become temporary contributors to local regenerative systems by participating in collaborative 
sustainability initiatives, engaging in environmental stewardship, and engaging with cultural exchange and local innovation 
ecosystems.

For small tourism businesses, the incorporation of the 5Rs may generate important competitive advantages (Villegas et al., 
2026). Previous studies indicate that CE practices contribute to sustainability-oriented innovation, resilience, stakeholder 
collaboration, and business model transformation among SMEs (Ferasso et al., 2020; Ferasso et al., 2023; Schmitt & Flo-
rian, 2024). Consequently, Circular Skillcation may support small tourism enterprises in developing differentiated tourism 
experiences capable of simultaneously generating economic, social, environmental, and educational value (Perramon et 
al., 2024). By leveraging these circular pathways, SMEs can enhance their organizational performance while fostering 
community resilience and long-term territorial vitality.

Additionally, studies on tourism governance and open innovation demonstrate that sustainable tourism increasingly de-
pends on a collaborative ecosystem of actors, including tourists, local communities, institutions, and tourism operators 
(Boldo et al., 2024; Cardoso et al., 2024; Paddison & Hall, 2024). Therefore, Circular Skillcation may strengthen local co-
operation networks while positioning tourists as consumers and as active contributors to destination sustainability and 
regeneration (Bellato & Pollock, 2025; Papadopoullos & Pitoska, 2025). This collaborative perspective adds value by trans-
forming social-ecological systems and helping stakeholders transition toward a more resilient and future-proof tourism 
model (Ferasso et al., 2020; Dredge, 2022; Regalado-Pezúa & Christofle, 2026; Kipinski et al., 2026). By fostering these 
open innovation ecosystems, destinations can harness collective intelligence to address complex sustainability challeng-
es while enhancing the overall tourist experience (Ferasso et al., 2023; Cardoso et al., 2024).

Figure 1 presents the theoretical framework of Circular Skillcation. The framework integrates the three core dimensions of 
the model — Tourist Dimension, Destination Dimension, and Community Dimension — with the operational logic of the 5Rs 
of CE. The model proposes that tourism experiences may simultaneously foster tourists’ skill development, destination 
regeneration, and local community empowerment through regenerative and circular practices.

Figure 1. Circular Skillcation integrating the 5Rs of CE within three interconnected dimensions

Source: Own elaboration. 
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CONCLUSIONS
This short paper proposes the concept of Circular Skillcation as an emerging tourism approach integrating regenerative 
tourism, circular economy principles, tourists’ skill development, and local community engagement. By incorporating the 
5Rs framework — Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover, and Regenerate — the study argues that tourism experiences may 
evolve beyond passive consumption models toward transformative, regenerative systems that generate multidimensional 
value for tourists, destinations, local populations, and small tourism businesses.

Theoretical contributions include the conceptual integration of skill-based tourism experiences with CE and regenerative 
tourism perspectives, an intersection that remains underexplored in the tourism literature. The paper also contributes to 
debates surrounding transformative tourism, experiential learning, tourism governance, and sustainable tourism innova-
tion.

From a practical perspective, Circular Skillcation may inspire tourism operators, destination managers, policymakers, and 
small tourism enterprises to develop tourism experiences that foster sustainability, territorial resilience, local engagement, 
collaborative value creation, and environmental regeneration. The approach may also support the diversification of tourism 
products while strengthening cultural preservation, environmental awareness, and local innovation ecosystems.

Future studies may empirically investigate tourists’ motivations, behavioral transformations, and perceived value associ-
ated with Circular Skillcation experiences. Additional research may also examine the economic, environmental, and social 
impacts of such tourism models in different territorial contexts, particularly among small tourism businesses and commu-
nity-based tourism initiatives.

REFERENCES
Amaro, D., Caldeira, A.M. & Seabra, C. (2023). Transformative experiences in tourism: A conceptual and systematic review. Journal of Travel & 
Tourism Marketing, 25(1). https://doi.org/10.1177/14673584231182971 

Badenas-Boldó, M., Berenguer-Contri, G. & Gil-Saura, I. (2025). Salesperson ambidexterity, firm capabilities, and value co-creation: Key factors in 
salespeople’s innovative service behavior? Cuadernos de Gestión, 25(1), 7-18. http://hdl.handle.net/10810/73228

Bai, M., Huang, S.S., Li, Z., Si, Z. & Cui, R. (2025). From restoration to transformation in tourism experience: unearthing the critical roles of motivation 
and reflection. Annals of Tourism Research, 115, 104032, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2025.104032.

Bardolet-Puigdollers, M., & Fusté-Forné, F. (2023). A Sustainable Future for Food Tourism: Promoting the Territory through Cooking Classes. Gas-
tronomy, 1(1), 32-43. https://doi.org/10.3390/gastronomy1010004

Bellato, L., & Pollock, A. (2025). Regenerative tourism: a state-of-the-art review. Tourism Geographies, 27(3–4), 558–567. https://doi.org/10.1080/
14616688.2023.2294366

Bogatinoska, B., Lansu, A., Dekker, S. C., Hugé, J., & Stoorvogel, J. (2024). Knowledge exchange between practitioners for the purpose of co-creating 
nature-based solutions. Ecosystems and People, 20(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/26395916.2024.2415305

Boldo, F. B. S., Sohn, A. P. L., Ferasso, M., & Arnhold Júnior, M. (2024). Desafios da governança no turismo gastronômico: o caso Pomerode, cidade 
de Santa Catarina. Turismo: Visão e Ação, 26, e20222, jan./dez.2024. https://dxdoi.org/10.14210/tva

Bologna, C. (2024, November 12). What’s A ‘Skillcation’? Here’s Why This Type Of Travel Is Gaining Popularity. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/
skillcation-travel-trend_l_673167dbe4b0076892d815a5

Calisto, M. de L., Costa, T., Afonso, V. A., Nunes, C., & Umbelino, J. (2023). Local Governance and Entrepreneurship in Tourism – a Comparative 
Analysis of Two Tourist Destinations. Journal of Tourism and Services, 14(27), 22-38. https://doi.org/10.29036/jots.v14i27.404

Cardoso, R.C., Sohn, A.P.L., Ferasso, M. & Pereira Júnior, S. (2024). Open innovation in the tourism field: A systematic literature review. Journal of 
Open Innovation: Technology, Market, and Complexity, 10(3), 100359, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joitmc.2024.100359

Chaitanya, A.V.K. & Swain, S.K. (2023). Economic leakages in tourism: A comprehensive review of theoretical and empirical perspectives. Tourism 
Economics, 30(5). https://doi.org/10.1177/13548166231204648

Cheng, K. W., Yong, J. Y., Lin, W. L. et al. (2026). Sustainable consumption in hospitality: the nexus between circular economy, strategic orientation, 
and economic resilience—a bibliometric analysis. Future Business Journal, 12(78). https://doi.org/10.1186/s43093-026-00782-0

Das, A. & Mishra, S. (2026). A destination-scale framework for regenerative tourism integrating circular economy and community resilience. Green 
Technology, Resilience, and Sustainability, 6(2). https://doi.org/10.1007/s44173-026-00027-x

Dredge, D. (2022). Regenerative tourism: transforming mindsets, systems and practices. Journal of Tourism Futures, 8(3), 269–281. https://doi.
org/10.1108/JTF-01-2022-0015

Einarsson, S. & Sorin, F. (2020). Circular Economy in travel and tourism: A conceptual framework for a sustainable, resilient and future proof industry 
transition. CE360 Alliance. Retrieved from: https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/sites/default/files/circular-economy-in-travel-and-tourism.
pdf

https://doi.org/10.1177/14673584231182971


Tur.,Visão e Ação. Balneário Camboriú, SC, v28, e22422, jan./dez.2026. | https://dxdoi.org/10.14210/tva.v28.224227

Ferasso M

Everingham, P. et al. (2023). Future thinking through regenerative tourism education in Samoa: Experiential learning perspectives with Australian 
university students. Journal of Responsible Tourism Management, 3(2). https://www.doi.org/10.47263/JRTM.03-02-06

Ferasso, M. (2025). The Malignant Circle of Circular Economy. Journal of Circular Economy, 3(3). https://doi.org/10.55845/joce-2025-3318 

Ferasso, M., Beliaeva, T., Kraus, S., Clauss, T. & Ribeiro-Soriano, D. (2020). Circular economy business models: The state of research and avenues 
ahead. Business Strategy and the Environment, 29, 3006–3024. https://doi.org/10.1002/bse.2554

Ferasso, M., Tortato, U. & Ikram, M. (2023). Mapping the Circular Economy in the Small and Medium-sized Enterprises field: An exploratory network 
analysis. Cleaner and Responsible Consumption, 11, 100149, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clrc.2023.100149

Font, X., English, R., Gkritzali, A. & Tian, W.S. (2021). Value co-creation in sustainable tourism: A service-dominant logic approach. Tourism Manage-
ment, 82, 104200, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tourman.2020.104200

Geissdoerfer, M., Savaget, P., Bocken, N.M.P. & Hultink, E.J. (2017). The Circular Economy – A new sustainability paradigm? Journal of Cleaner 
Production, 143, 757-768. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.12.048

Hilton. (2025, October 14 ). Travel meets personal growth with these Hilton skillcations around the world. Hilton Stories. https://stories.hilton.com/
destination-spotlight/travel-meets-personal-growth-with-these-hilton-skillcations-around-the-world

Iddawala, J., & Lee, D. (2026). Regenerative Tourism: Context and Conceptualisations. Tourism Planning & Development, 23(2), 185–215. https://
doi.org/10.1080/21568316.2025.2527614

Kipinski, M., Ferasso, M., Beliaeva, T., Kraus, S. & Kallmuenzer, A. (2026). Entrepreneurship in the hospitality and tourism industry: A clustered re-
search agenda. International Journal of Hospitality Management, 132, 104360, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhm.2025.104360.

Kirchherr, J., Yang, N.-H. N., Schulze-Spüntrup, F., Heerink, M.J. & Hartley, K. (2023). Conceptualizing the Circular Economy (Revisited): An Analysis 
of 221 Definitions.  Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 194, 107001, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2023.107001

Ledsom, A. (2026, March 28). The rise of the skillcation to learn, play, and grow while you travel. Forbes. Retrieved from: https://www.forbes.com/
sites/alexledsom/2026/03/28/the-rise-of-the-skillcation-to-learn-play-and-grow-while-you-travel/

Lo, F.E., et al. (2021). An Impact Model for Experiential Activities of Farming and Food Education in Agricultural Sustainable Tourism. e-Review of 
Tourism Research, 18(4). https://mds.marshall.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&context=geology_faculty

Loweth, K. (2025, September 4th). 7 Resorts Where You Can Take a ‘Skill-cation’. Success Magazine. Accessed on June 3rd, 2026. Available at 
https://www.success.com/skillcation-resorts

Manniche, J., Larsen, K.T. & Broegaard, R.B. (2021). The circular economy in tourism: transition perspectives for business and research. Scandina-
vian Journal of Hospitality and Tourism, 21(3), 247–264. https://doi.org/10.1080/15022250.2021.1921020

Melenez-Roman, J., Font, X., Torres-Delgado, A., & Rodriguez-Sanchez, I. (2025). Co-creating sustainability innovations in a tourism destination: a 
participatory research design from Barcelona. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 1–39. https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2025.2587264

Meshram, K. K. (2024). The circular economy, 5R framework, and green organic practices: pillars of sustainable development and zero-waste living. 
Discover Environment, 2, 147. https://doi.org/10.1007/s44274-024-00177-4

Mpanza, S. S., & Ngwenya, N. N. (2026). The role of circular economy practices in enhancing competitive edge in small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs). International Journal of Applied Research in Business and Management, 7(4). https://doi.org/10.51137/wrp.ijarbm.622

Paddison, B., & Hall, J. (2024). Regenerative tourism development as a response to crisis: harnessing practise-led approaches. Tourism Geogra-
phies, 1–18. https://doi.org/10.1080/14616688.2024.2381071

Papadopoullos, P., & Pitoska, E. (2025). Fostering Local Development through Regenerative Tourism: A Collaborative Case Study of Platres, Cyprus. 
In Business, Management and Economics. IntechOpen. https://doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.1011443

Perramon, J., Bagur-Femenías, L. del Mar Alonso-Almeida, M. & Llach, J. (2024). Does the transition to a circular economy contribute to business 
resilience and transformation? Evidence from SMEs. Journal of Cleaner Production, 453, 142279, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2024.142279

Pung, J. M., Gnoth, J. & Del Chiappa, G. (2020). Tourist transformation: Towards a conceptual model. Annals of Tourism Research, 81, 102885, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2020.102885.

Ratten, V., Costa, C. & Bogers, M. (2019). Artisan, cultural and tourism entrepreneurship. International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior & Re-
search, 25(4), 582–591. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJEBR-05-2018-0319
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